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CHINA  AGAIN  TESTS  INTERCONTINENTAL  BALLISTIC  MISSILE 


1  October  announcement  by  Shou  Huan  (New  China  News 
Agency):  The  People's  Republic  of  China  will  between  7 
and  26  October  1982  conduct  an  ICBM  launch  into  the  high 
seas  within  a  circular  ocean  region  having  a  radius  of 
35nmi  and  centered  at  28  13N,  123  53E  (which  is  approxi¬ 
mately  300km  north  of  Taiwan) .  For  the  safety  of  passing 
ships  and  aircraft,  the  Chinese  Government  requests  that 
the  governments  of  the  countries  involved  notify  their 
ships  and  aircraft  that  they  must  not  enter  the  above 
described  ocean  region  or  its  airspace  daily  during  the 
hours  0900  to  1700  local  time. 


In  1980,  China  successfully  launched  two  ICBMs  into  the  South 
Pacific.  A  large  Chinese  naval  unit  was  dispatched  to  the  site  and 
the  missile  containers  were  recovered.  The  success  of  the  current 
rocket  test  proves  that  China  is  quite  capable  of  accurately  hitting 
a  target  from  over  6000  miles  away  with  a  nuclear  warhead  (the  Euro¬ 
pean  part  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  included  within  its  range) .  Accord¬ 
ing  to  diplomatic  sources  at  the  beginning  of  this  year,  China  had 
already  tested  a  medium  range  ballistic  missile  in  1971,  but  the 
government  newspaper  did  not  report  it. 


China  has  also  proved  that  it  has  the  capability  to  launch  space 
satellites,  the  technology  used  being  the  same  as  rocket  technology. 

In  September  of  this  year,  China  launched  its  twelfth  satellite, 
which  was  later  precisely  brought  back  to  earth  and  safely  recovered. 

A  year  ago  China  used  one  rocket  in  a  test  to  launch  three  satellites, 
thus  demonstrating  that  China  has  the  capability  to  put  multiple  war¬ 
heads  on  an  ICBM. 


In  April  1970,  China  launched  its  first  satellite  and  shocked  the 
entire  world.  On  16  October  1964,  Beijing  exploded  its  first  atomic 
bomb,  and  later  developed  the  hydrogen  bomb.  Most  recently  they  test¬ 
ed  a  nuclear  bomb  in  October  1980. 

Confidence  in  China's  rocket  program  is  upheld  by  Qian  Xuesen 
who  was  trained  in  the  U.  S.  and  who  participated  in  the  U.  S.  rocket 
program  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  returned  to  China  in  1955. 

After  Germany  was  defeated  in  World  War  II,  Qian  Xuesen  lead  a  group 
of  American  scientists  who  disassembled  the  Peenemunde  Rocket  Center 
and  shipped  it  to  the  U.  S. 

Furthermore,  Chinese  space  experts  will  open  the  International 
Astonautics  Congress  to  be  held  in  Paris  beginning  30  September. 

China  will  launch  its  first  geostationary  communications  satellite 
during  1983-1984.  Moreover,  China  is  now  doing  research  on  two  sate¬ 
llites  which  will  be  used  for  meteorology  and  searching  for  natural 
resources,  but  for  the  time  being  China  is  still  not  able  to  put  an 
astronaut  into  space. 


Map  showing  location  of 
test  site  where  China  con¬ 
ducted  a  submarine  launched 
carrier  rocket  test  from 
7  26  October. 

KEY:  (a)  Ningbo;  (b)  Zhe¬ 

jiang;  (c)  Wenzhou;  (d)  Da- 
chen  Dao;  (e)  East  China 
Sea;  (f)  radius  35nmi. 
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